
Cats is an award-winning musical composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber based on Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats and other poems by T. S. Eliot.
 “Cats“was first shown in London's West End, at the New London Theatre, on May 11, 1981.

The show made its debut on Broadway on October 7, 1982 at the Winter Garden Theatre with the same production team. On June 19, 1997, Cats became the longest running musical in Broadway history with 6,138 performances. It played a total of 7,485 performances in New York. Its New York record was surpassed on January 9, 2006, by The Phantom of the Opera, which was also composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber. Cats' final performance on Broadway was on September 10, 2000.
Act One - When Cats are maddened by the Midnight Dance
After the overture, the cats gather on stage and explain the Jellicle tribe and their purpose (Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats). The cats then give details on how the different cats of the tribe are named (The Naming of Cats).

Munkustrap appears and introduces the first cat named Jennyanydots (The Old Gumbie Cat). She "sits and sits and sits" all day, while at night she rules over the mice and cockroaches, teaching various activities to them. Jennyanydots finishes, greets the other cats, but is interrupted. The music instantly changes, and The Rum Tum Tugger makes an extravagant entrance (The Rum Tum Tugger). The Rum Tum Tugger is a tom with a wild mane and leopard spots on his chest. He is very fickle and unappeasable, "for he will do as he do do and there's no doing anything about it".

An old grey cat stumbles out and looks around. It is Grizabella. All the cats back away and glare at her with resentment. The cats sing of her saddened, unfortunate state (Grizabella: The Glamour Cat). Grizabella leaves and the music becomes upbeat. Bustopher Jones, a fat cat in "a coat of fastidious black", appears (Bustopher Jones: The Cat About Town). Bustopher Jones is among the elite of the cats, belonging to many prestigious clubs.

At the end of Bustopher Jones' song, we hear a crash from the evil cat Macavity, and the cats run off the stage in fright. Distant giggling signals the entrance of Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer, two black and orange calico cats. They are petty burglars, very mischievous, and enjoy causing trouble for human families (Mungojerrie and Rumpelteazer).

Finally, the Jellicle Patriarch, Old Deuteronomy, shows up (Old Deuteronomy). He is a large old cat that “has lived many lives” and “buried nine wives (And more--I am tempted to say, ninety-nine)”. He is the one who will choose which Jellicle cat will go to the Heaviside Layer.

In most productions, at this point, the cats perform a song (The Awefull Battle of the Pekes and the Pollicles) for Old Deuteronomy. It is a story about two dog tribes clashing in the street and subsequently being scared away by the Great Rumpus Cat. Immediately afterwards, the main celebration begins (The Jellicle Ball). After the Ball, Grizabella reappears, refusing to be left out of the festivities. Once again, she is shunned by the other cats, but that does not stop her from singing a short version of (Memory).

Act Two - Why Will the Summer Day Delay — When Will Time Flow Away?
Another crash from the villainous Macavity. The cats scatter, but Old Deuteronomy calms them down by singing of “what happiness is” (The Moments of Happiness). Gus — short for Asparagus — shuffles forward (Gus: The Theatre Cat). He is the cat that once was a famous actor but now he is old and “suffers from palsy makes his paws shake”. He is accompanied by Jellylorum, who tells of his exploits. Gus then remembers how he once played the infamous Growltiger, Terror of the Thames (Growltiger's Last Stand). He tells the story about the pirate's romance with Griddlebone and how he was overtaken by the Siamese and forced to walk the plank.

A sleeping cat in the corner (Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat) is Skimbleshanks, who is unofficially in charge of the railway train. He is very clever and very important because if he is gone “the train can’t start”.

With a third crash and an evil laugh (Macavity: The Mystery Cat), the "most wanted" cat, Macavity appears. He is a “master criminal” and never is found at the scene of the crime. He is a horrifying looking cat and a “villain” of the Jellicle Tribe. Macavity shows up and captures Old Deuteronomy. As the other cats try to follow him, Demeter and Bombalurina sing what they know about Macavity, as they have had some sort of past with him. When they are finished, Macavity returns disguised as Old Deuteronomy. When revealed by Demeter, he fights with Munkustrap.

The Rum Tum Tugger suggests that the cats find Mr. Mistoffelees (Magical Mr. Mistoffelees). Mr. Mistoffelees is black and small and can perform many feats of magic that no other cat can do. The magical cat succeeds in bringing back Old Deuteronomy. He is praised by all the cats. The Jellicle choice can now be made.

Old Deuteronomy sits down and Grizabella appears for the final time. Old Deuteronomy allows her to have a chance to address the cats. Her faded appearance and lonely disposition have little effect on her song (Memory). The appeal succeeds and she is chosen to be the one (Journey to the Heaviside Layer). A large tire (though it may be something else, i.e., a huge paw, a chair festooned with ivy, a literal 'stairway to heaven', etc.) rises up with Old Deuteronomy and Grizabella. Once at the top Grizabella finishes the journey herself. Old Deuteronomy gives his closing speech to the human audience (The Ad-dressing of Cats) and the show comes to a close.

Use the summery of Act I & II to help you answer any questions that deal with plot and characters. These questions will be for a grade. Please leave them in the baskets for your class so you don’t loose them.
1. Who composed Cats the Musical?

2. What group of poems was Cats based on?

3. Who wrote the poems?

4. What time of day does the play take place?
5. What idea of scale on the set makes the audience visualize the actors as being cat sized. 

6. Where is the cat’s Jellicle tribe meeting in the opening scene?
7. What is important about each of the cat’s names?

8. What falls out of the sky to stress this idea of scale?

9. How many different names do Cats have? 

10. What is T.S Eliot talking about, when he says that Cats have three names?

11. What set piece does the Gumbie cat come out of?

12. What are the bugs and animals pretending to be when they dance?

13. Who does The Old Gumbie Cat teach? (Hint: not cats)
14. Why is the Gumbie Cat being considered to go to the Heavyside Layer? 
15. What style of music does Andrew Lloyd Webber use for this cat?
16. Who is the next Cat to be introduced? (Hint: ____ ____ Tugger)
17. What type of cat is he?
18. What type of music is used in this song?
19. What does the girl cats think about him?
20. How do the actors anthropomorphize their dance to have characteristics of cats wanting to mate.  
21. The next cat to be introduced has something wrong with her. What is it? (Hint: look at face and costume)
22. What is her name? (Hint: __________ the ________ Cat)
23. In literature terms what type of character she if she is the main character?

24. How does the use of props show the social economic status of the large cat?

25. What is a common name for a cat with fur like this large cat?

26. What is the major sign of prosperity for this cat accounting to the cat world?
27. What sounds are used to tell the audience that the cats are thieves? 
28. How many calico cats sing the song about getting in to trouble?
29. What piece of costuming is used to tell the audience that one of the cats is a girl?
30. Are these Cats presented as truly evil or someone to be afraid of?
31. The license plate in the junk yard has the initials “TSE”. What does this stand for? (Hint: The Author of Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats)
32. What role does Old Deuteronomy play in the Jellicle tribe?
33. What is the human equivalent to the Heaviside Layer?
Old Deuteronomy is highly respected and decides who of the Jellicle tribe goes on to the Heaviside Layer.

34. How many times a year do the Jellicle tribe meet?

35. What kind of animal does the next song sing about? (Hint: Not cats)
36. What kind of story is this if it talks about legends and tall tales of hero?(Example: Johnny Apple Seed)
37. What letter is on the Great Rumpus Cats Chest?

38. The Ball begins with calling who to come out?
39. The cats shun Grizabella: The Glamour Cat, But this does not stop her from singing a song about what?
40. Using the song to reflect what is one of the Memories that Grizabella remembers? 
Old Deuteronomy and the other cats sing about “What happiness is” to calm down the mood of the scene. When an old cat named Gus is introduced.
41. What must your have to truly have happiness and understand the experience in the song?

42. At what moment, do the Jellicle show that they are considering what the small cat is singing about?

43. Who is the small cat singing about after the “Moments of Happiness” is sung?

44. What is Gus short? (Hint: a vegetable) 

45. What was the job or skill of the cat Gus? (Hint: What is studied in Drama 1) 
46. Was his most famous character a hero or a villain?
47. What is the next cat in charge of? (Hint: He is wearing a vest)
48. What do all the cats make out of the junk in the yard, during this song?
49. An evil cat is introduced, what is his name?

50. What do the cats say about trying to find this crafty cat? 

51. After the song what does the evil cat do to the other cats?
52. Who does the evil cat’s gang kidnap?

53. What oversized prop does the evil cat use to escape?
54. What is the name of the magic cat?
55. What does the excitement of the cats watching and the mood of dance say about tribe feels about the magical cat?
56. What is used on the stage set to make the magic trick possible?

57. Who does the magical cat return to the Jellicle tribe?

58. What chose is made with this short song?

59. Who shows up and sings to Old Deuteronomy? (Hint: Memory)

60. What is the song “memory” about?
61. How does the singing of the cats show that the Jellicle tribe now agrees and is picking Grizabella?
62. How does the blocking now show that they accept her?

63. Who walks her up to the top of the tire?
64. Where does she go?

65. Who is Old Deuteronomy singing to when he is singing about what has happened in the play?
66. What does he say you should have learned from the play?
Please watch the part after the movie it will help you with the names of some of the cats. Do your best to spell them. 





























































































